Nonmelanoma skin cancers in association with seborrheic keratoses. Clinicopathologic correlations.
Seborrheic keratoses (SKs) can be seen in association with cancers. Our study was designed to demonstrate the occurrence of concomitant SKs and nonmelanoma skin cancers, as well as to correlate their histological types and clinical locations. The study was not intended to be an epidemiologic survey. We prospectively collected 108 completely excised SKs, examined them microscopically, categorized them, and correlated the clinical site, histological type, and determined the incidence of concomitant malignancy. Of the 108 SKs studied, 71 were acanthotic, 27 hyperkeratotic, and 10 reticulated. The incidence of associated nonmelanoma cancers was 4.6%. All malignancies were squamous cell carcinomas and were on sun-exposed skin. Three of the five malignancies arose in conjunction with reticulated SKs. The incidence of nonmelanoma skin cancer in association with SKs may be greater than previously reported, particularly in SKs situated on photo damaged skin and of the reticulated type. SKs that have undergone recent growth or other clinical change should be biopsied and all SKs that are removed should be examined histologically.